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Abstract: This paper examines the extent the ECOWAS free movement 
protocol of persons, goods and services contributes to the economic and 
political growth of Nigeria which is an active member state. The protocol on 
free movement is often hijacked by criminals from some member states, 
neighbors and within to perpetrate trans-border crimes such as smuggling of 
arms, drugs and other forms of crimes. Political development is the heart beat 
of other development in any country. This is because power rest in political 
sphere and it is through power that other development such as economic 
development rest. The system of government in place, the ideals of the 
government and the stability of the government determine the profitable, 
societal plus cultural improvement of the nation. The role plays by civil 
societies, mass media and some section of activists toward the return to 
democracy in Nigeria are more appreciated and noticeable than that of 
ECOWAS. This indicates that there is always romance between ECOWAS 
and West African dictators especially in Nigeria. This unholy relationship 
might not be far from the fact that most leaders under ECOWAS are once 
dictators who benefited from the silence of the community or the leaders are 
mute considering the benefit their individual states get from dictators in 
Nigeria. The study primarily adopted the desk research design which 
involves the use of secondary source of data. The analyses of the data were 
carried out using content analysis. The study revealed that the performance of 
ECOWAS were undermined by various factors such as lack of political will, 
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fear and mutual distrust, cultural and colonial differences among others. 
These factors inhibited the full actualization of the protocol among member 
states. The study concluded that Nigerian government should evaluate her 
activities in ECOWAS and should ensure that member states contribute their 
quota to the community as enshrine in the treaty.   
Keywords: ECOWAS, Treaty, Protocol, Free movement, Management, 
Regional Conflicts, Conflict Resolution 
 
Introduction 
There has been growing realization 
among the nations of the world on the 
need for inter-dependency.  Scholars 
like (Butu 2013; Thomas, 2010) assert 
that alliances among nations are form 
due to the need for safety and self-
preservation. This is evident shortly 
after the First and Second World War. 
At that time power houses like Britain 
and United States of America among 
other nations saw the need to come 
together and collectively to combat a 
“common enemy” – the Nazis regime 
championed by Adolf Hilter. After the 
success of the alliances that brought 
down Adolf Hilter and the Nazis, 
nations of the world have come to 
appreciate the fact that the age long   
individual survival strategy is no 
longer viable in the 21st century 
(Bala, 2017).  
 
Today, both developed and 
developing countries have one form 
of alliances or the other. For instance, 
there is Association of Southeast 
Asian (ASEAN), Arab League, 
Caribbean Community (CARICOM), 
and South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation (SSARC) 
Union of South American (USAN), 
and Union of the Mediterranean 
(UFM). The African continent is not 
left out, Adedeji, (1970) cited in 
Adaawen (2017) avers that after the 
wave of independence from colonial 
regimes in the 1950s and the early 
60s, African independent states saw 
the need for the integration of the 
continent as a basis for development. 
This led to United Nations Economic 
Commission for Africa (ECA) and the 
Organization for Africa Unity (OAU) 
which later metamorphosed into 
African Union.  
 
Common alliance in Africa today is 
the sub-regional alliances in which 
nations situated in the same sub-
region form a community to pursue 
economic and political goals.  
Examples of these alliances are the 
Economic Community of West Africa 
(ECOWAS), Southern Africa 
Development Community (SADC), 
East African Community (EAC), and 
Economic Community of Central 
African States (ECCAS). According 
to Mbachi and Ikeanyibe (2017) the 
above sub-regional bodies in Africa 
were established in a quest for 
economic development among 
member states.  Nigeria is one of the 
founding members of Economic 
Community of West Africa States 
(ECOWAS); the country has been 
very energetic in the activities of 
ECOWAS, however, profitable, 
political and safety challenges that 
continued to face Nigeria attracts 
some kind of skepticism on whether 
ECOWAS is worth the attention or 
investment by Nigeria.  
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Based on the above background, this 
study examines the contribution of 
ECOWAS to the economic cum 
political development of Nigeria and 
also identifies the level of ECOWAS 
involvement towards the enhancement 
of Nigeria’s growth.  
 
Objectives of the Study 
The broad objective of the study is to 
examine the Assessment of the Socio 
Economic and Political Implications 
of ECOWAS Free Movement 
 
The specific objectives are to: 
i.  Investigate ECOWAS Protocol on 
Free Movement in West Africa 
ii. Examine the Impact of the 
ECOWAS Protocol on Free 
Movement on Nigeria Economy 
iii. Evaluate the Impact of 
ECOWAS free movement on 
Nigerian Political Development 
iv. Examine the Challenges Limiting 
ECOWAS involvement to the 
economic and political growth of 
Nigeria  
 
Methodology 
The study employs secondary data to 
achieve its objectives. The secondary 
data is derived from library 
documents, publications on Internet, 
and relevant materials to be research. 
The study incorporates secondary 
sources of data to enhance a balance 
between the research observation and 
available literature on the matter 
under consideration. 
 
Historical Background of 
ECOWAS 
The origin of ECOWAS can be trace 
back to pre-independence era of the 
1940s.  According to  Mbachi  and 
Ikeanyibe (2017),  the events that led 
to the creation of ECOWAS took 
place in 1945, when former French 
colonies in West Africa accepted a 
distinct legal tender recognized as 
CFA Franc. Consequently, in 1964 
Liberian President William Tubman 
proposed a profitable unification for 
West African states.  
 
In the year 1972, the then Nigerian 
and Togolese head of state General 
Yakubu Gowon and Gnassingbe 
Eyadema respectively embarked on 
trips to neighboring countries to 
mobilize support for the creation of a 
sub-regional body (Davidson, 1999). 
This according to Aduloju (2017) is 
necessary at the time considering the 
overwhelming support Biafra rebels 
were getting from France and their 
former West African colonies, a 
phenomenon that served as a serious 
threat to continuous survival of 
Nigeria as a single indivisible 
sovereign state. 
 
 It was however on the 28th of May 
1975 that ECOWAS treaty was signed 
in Lagos by Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra 
Leone, Côte d'Ivoire, Gambia, 
Liberia, Mali, Niger, Ghana, Guinea, 
Guinea-Bissau, Benin, Burkina Faso 
and Togo. Later on, Cape Verde 
joined the community making fifteen 
member states (Mbachi and 
Ikeanyibe, 2017).   It is important to 
note that Mauritania was also a 
member of ECOWAS but withdrew in 
2000 (Anadi, 2005).  The fundamental 
goal for the creation of ECOWAS as 
enshrined in Article 2 of the treaty 
was to “promote cooperation and 
integration.  
 
Furthermore, the four fundamental 
goals of ECOWAS are; to raise the 
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living standards of its peoples, and to 
maintain and enhance economic 
stability, foster relations among 
Member States and contribute to the 
progress and development of the 
African Continent. Owunwa (1992) 
enunciates that ECOWAS was 
established to promote co-ordinate 
development for West African sub-
region and give it an enhanced 
bargaining power to member states 
regarding the industrialized countries 
of the world, intensify intra-regional 
trade as well as endorse the able 
association of investment in order to 
facilitate economic progress in the 
sub-region.  
In an attempt to achieve its purposive 
goal or stated objective, ECOWAS 
member states signed a protocol on 
free movement of persons, residence 
and establishments in May 1979, four 
years following the declaration of the 
treaty, states accepted a Protocol 
concerning the Free Movement of 
Persons, Residence and 
Establishment. It specified amongst 
other things the right of community 
citizens to gain access, live and 
establish economic accomplishments 
in the terrain of member states. 
 
ECOWAS Protocol on Free 
Movement  
The ECOWAS treaty of free 
movement of Persons, and the Right 
of Residence was established in 1979. 
According to Opanike, Aduloju and 
Adenipekun (2017) the Protocol 
conferred on citizens of member 
states the right to go into and reside in 
the terrain of every member state, as 
long as they possess a legal certificate 
and global wellbeing permit. Thus, 
the agreement restructured entry and 
residency necessities meant for the 
citizens of member states by way of 
taking out strict barricades which 
states had instituted such as pursuing 
visas for admittance (Bamfo, 2013).  
However, the protocol is not above 
domestic laws of any state, citizens 
states have the right to deny 
admittance to any Public citizens 
based on their domestic law.  
 
Various scholars have written 
extensively on the subject of 
ECOWAS. For instance, Osundu 
(2015) examined the commitment of 
Nigeria to ECOWAS comparing it 
with the benefits the country is 
gaining. He revealed that Nigeria has 
not gained significantly from 
ECOWAS as a member state rather 
than the nomenclature “big brother” 
of African countries. Bamfo (2013) 
examined the extent ECOWAS helped 
to address political instability among 
its member states. The study 
concluded that ECOWAS has not 
lived up to expectation because 
achieving the goal line of political 
stability and averting the integrity of 
member states from being broken.  
However, Opanike and Aduloju 
(2015) aver that ECOWAS has made 
tremendous progress in the part of 
public integrative structures to 
improve the integration of West 
African states. According to them, 
existing  integration schemes includes 
Liberalization of area trade, 
Liberalization of association of 
people, belongings and amenities, 
synchronization of economic and 
financial strategies, coordination of 
corporate law, expansion of transport, 
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communications and vitality networks 
and participation of cloistered areas in 
the regional combination method.  
Nevertheless, the authors failed to 
explain if these integration schemes 
are yielding needed result.   
 
On his part, Butu (2013) evaluated the 
influence of the ECOWAS protocols 
and programs on governmental and 
profitable incorporation of West 
African sub-region from 1975 – 2007. 
The study revealed that despite the 
structures in place by ECOWAS, the 
community is yet to achieve full 
implementation of its treaties. Asante 
(1999) cited in Mbachi and Ikeanyibe 
(2017) and Adedeji (1990) concur that 
in the absence of political will, the 
postures of the leaders of member 
states have adversely affected 
ECOWAS operation in the direction 
of constructing a workable sub-
regional profitable community. 
 
In another study, Mbachi and 
Ikeanyibe (2017) revealed that  
ECOWAS protocol on free movement  
is not yielding needed result due to 
problems which include national and 
language barrier, inadequate 
awareness, external strategy of 
member states, poor capital, imposing 
custom among others. This implies 
that more need to be done by member 
states to ensure practical integration 
of West African, which would be 
evidently seen in socio economic and 
political growth of member states. 
Yelwa and Diyoke (2013) 
investigated the export-economic 
progress connection in the midst of 
certain designated ECOWAS 
countries from 1980 to 2011.  
Through the application panel ideal 
analysis, the study created a constant 
export-driven progress among the 
designated countries, and displayed 
that export-led progress in the area is 
hypothetically capable to initiating 
progress. Similarly, Milton and Ajan 
(2017) used panel data for the 15 
ECOWAS countries from 1990-2013 
in order to scrutinize the impact of 
trade on profitable development on 
the countries. The findings of the 
study reinforced the findings by 
Yelwa and Diyoke (2013) that show 
that link between regional integration 
on exports policies as a significant 
driver of progress in the ECOWAS 
member states. However, the question 
the two studies failed to address is 
whether the relationships amongst 
trades and economic progress are 
evident among nations of West 
Africa.  
 
Moreso, Terwase, Abdul-Talib and 
Zengeni (2015) investigated the role 
of ECOWAS on profitable 
governance, harmony and safety in 
West Africa, the study related the 
issues confronting West African to 
corrupt governance, deceitful 
practices by the administration, 
disregarding the needs of the people. 
Accordingly, the paper contended that 
ECOWAS should tame these issues 
early and ahead or else face the 
punishments or penalties in 
abandoning its citizens .The study 
contradicts the role of ECOWAS as it 
relates good governance, peace and 
security which are adjudge as catalyst 
for political and economic growth. 
 
In another dimension, Aduloju (2018) 
looks at gender issues in the 
application of ECOWAS rules on 
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permitted movement of individuals 
with the aim to bring to fore the 
challenges women faces on the 
borders. The study revealed that 
ECOWAS protocol on free movement 
does not entirely shield women 
especially those with small economic 
status who constitute the greater 
population of women at the border. 
The study concludes that the problems 
facing women on the borders must be 
address or the authenticity of 
ECOWAS to appropriately 
incorporate the sub-region for growth 
will remain an illusion.   
 
From the studies reviewed above, it 
has been established by most scholars 
that ECOWAS through its many 
protocols have potentials to integrate 
West African States and by extension 
bring about development in the 
member states and Africa as a whole 
through promotion of viable 
interdependent economic activities, 
security collaborations among others. 
However, there is consensus among 
scholars that ECOWAS is yet to 
achieve this dream due to half-hazard 
implementation of its treaties.  
Nevertheless, studies reviewed have 
not dedicated sufficient attention to 
investigating the implication of 
specific protocol especially protocol 
on freemen movement on the socio-
economic and governmental 
development of member states like 
Nigeria. It is based on this identified 
lacuna that this study is conducted 
with the intension to fill the existing 
gap in the body of literature on the 
subject matter.  
 
The Impact of the ECOWAS Protocol 
on Free Movement on Nigeria 
Economy  
Bamfo (2013) argued that the arrival 
of ECOWAS is towards lifting the 
economies of West Africa through the 
economies of member states like 
Nigeria. This clearly stated in the 
preamble of the ECOWAS treaty 
which reads that ECOWAS seeks to 
“…to inspire, foster also hasten the 
profitable plus societal advancement 
of West African states in form of 
developing the living standard of the 
individuals existing within the 
region.” Similarly, Osondu (2015) 
simply put that ECOWAS is expected 
to provide the mechanism for 
developing the economies and 
tackling the problems of poverty and 
economic backwardness among 
member states like Nigeria.  
 
It can simply be said that it is for the 
welfare and material well-being of 
Nigerians that Nigeria is a member of 
ECOWAS. However, a careful look at 
Nigeria situation today points to the 
fact that the country is still facing 
serious economic challenge. It would 
be unjust to attribute the poor 
economic showings of Nigeria to 
ECOWAS, but it is clear that 
Nigeria’s active participation within 
ECOWAS has not made several 
important impression on the economic 
development of the country. It has 
been observed that Nigeria is 
shouldering most of the liability of 
keeping ECOWAS active; in spite of 
the fact that the ECOWAS treaty 
provided for equal rights, duties and 
benefits (Osondu, 2015). Most of the 
nation’s offer little or nothing to the 
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“table” of the community which 
would have significant impact on the 
citizenry. 
 
Another issue that has been observed 
is that most member states in 
ECOWAS have not shown enough 
commitment to legitimately engage in 
economic activities   in Nigeria. The 
protocol on free movement is often 
hijacked by criminals from some 
member states, neighbors and within 
to perpetrate trans-border crimes such 
as smuggling of arms, drugs and other 
forms of crimes. Therefore, the 
resources that would be used for the 
development of Nigeria and it 
citizenry is transferred to manage 
security at the border resulting from 
activities of cartels that are hiding 
under the ECOWAS free movement 
treaty among other strategies 
(Thomas, 2010) 
The above observation support the 
argument of Opanike and Aduloju 
(2015) that illegitimate immigrants 
who convey out reprehensible actions 
have misused the prospect of 
ECOWAS free movement protocol to 
their advantage to commit money 
laundering, trafficking inhuman, 
drugs, illegal arms etc. They conclude 
that the free movement protocol rather 
than assist the drive of economic 
integration and development is rather 
granting the insecurity challenges in 
the region. This is more so in Nigeria 
today where there is serious problems 
of terrorists, bandits and traffickers of 
all kinds of stuff coming in and out of 
Nigeria.  
 
The Impact of ECOWAS free 
movement on Nigerian Political 
Development 
Political development is the heart beat 
of other development in any country. 
This is because power rest in political 
sphere and it is through power that 
other development such as economic 
development rest. The system of 
government in place, the ideals of the 
government and the stability of the 
government determine the profitable, 
societal plus cultural improvement of 
the nation.  That is why; it has always 
been argued that one of the factors 
responsible for the underdevelopment 
of African states is political 
instability, dictatorship and corruption 
in position of authorities (Opanike, 
2015). 
 
African states especially those in the 
West Sahara region usually get 
involved in the midst of the greatest 
governmentally unstable in Africa 
shortly after the independence era 
spanning from 1960sto the 1990s.  
There were high cases of military 
coups and dethronement of civilian 
regimes. In all these periods, 
ECOWAS as a community of states 
with a mandate to promote good 
governance and stability in the polity 
of member states failed to act 
efficiently. ECOWAS in the face of 
African dictators always look like a 
“toothless bulldog”.   
 
The journey back to democratic 
regime in Nigeria has little to do with 
the efforts of ECOWAS. The role 
plays by civil societies, mass media 
and some section of activists toward 
the return to democracy in Nigeria are 
more appreciated and noticeable than 
that of ECOWAS.  This indicates that 
there is always romance between 
ECOWAS and West African dictators 
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especially in Nigeria. This unholy 
relationship might not be far from the 
fact that most leaders under 
ECOWAS are once dictators who 
benefited from the silence of the 
community or the leaders are mute 
considering the benefit their 
individual states get from dictators in 
Nigeria (Terwase, 2017) 
 
Today democracy as a system of 
Government has returned to many 
African nations. It is expected that 
ECOWAS as a community would 
help to stabilize political process in 
addition to expansion in the West 
Africa region. There exists no doubt 
the community is making some efforts 
in this direction particularly in respect 
to election observation or monitoring. 
In the past elections in Nigeria, 
ECOWAS have sent special envoy or 
team which monitors the process, 
advocate for peace and transparency. 
While this is a right step in the right 
direction, it does not eliminate 
electoral fraud. Nigeria’s elections are 
characterized by systematic fraud 
aided by officials of electoral bodies 
and security agents, in all these 
situations, there were little efforts by 
ECOWAS to change the narrative 
(Mbachi, 2017) 
 
In another dimension, West African 
states, particularly Nigeria is facing 
serious challenges threatening the 
sovereignty of the country and the 
legitimacy of democratically elected 
government. These threats are evident 
in the activities of terrorists groups 
like Boko Haram, Biafra agitators, 
Niger-Delta agitators among others.  
In all these situations ECOWAS as an 
institution have not displayed 
significant commitment to helping 
Nigeria tackled the challenges. Sadly, 
the borders of some member states 
have become entrance point for 
various militias terrorizing the country 
(Opanike, 2015)  
 
Challenges Limiting ECOWAS 
involvement to the economic and 
political growth of Nigeria 
Some challenges limiting 
performance of ECOWAS in 
involvement to economic and political 
growth of member state are:  
 
Lack Commitment from leaders: As 
it is at the moment, ECOWAS is more 
of a name or drafted paper than 
practice; this is because leaders of 
member state seek to promote their 
national goals and aspiration 
separately. ECOWAS treaty is yet to 
be considered as a serious factor that 
should influence economic plans of 
member states. In this sense, state like 
Nigeria which is considered as “giant 
or big brother” is left with nothing but 
burden of other nations who do not 
have ECOWAS and Nigeria at heart 
(Bamfo, 2013). 
 
Poor Roads network: African states 
particularly those in the West African 
region are face with serious problem 
of poor infrastructure like road 
networks. The initiation of the 
ECOWAS protocol on free movement 
has not in any way influence the 
leaders to open more roads linking 
member nations to facilitate trade and 
other economic activities. Legitimate 
travelers and citizens of member state 
often face serious challenge on the 
road, this alone discourage them and 
others from maximizing the protocol 
for the good of all (Bala, 2017). 
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Fear and Mutual Distrust:   Due to 
various happening across the world 
and in many ECOWAS member 
states,  especially as it relays to issue 
of insecurity, many  countries have 
developed fear and distrust to other 
nations. They do not only block their 
borders to every immigrant 
irrespective of treaty and legally of 
the movement but developed 
resentment to citizens of other 
nations. This kind of stereotyping and 
phobia is a serious impediment to 
ECOWAS actualization of its goals as 
stated in its treated on free movement 
of persons (Aduloju, 2017). 
 
Differences in Culture: Culture is a 
way of life of the people. It covers 
language, beliefs, artifacts and 
traditional institutions of the people 
among others. Culture is cherished by 
all because it is people’s identity.  
Africa continent is known for its 
diverse cultures especially in West 
Africa nations.  The differences in 
culture limit effective communication 
and decision making process in 
ECOWAS.  
Differences in Monetary Policies: 
Every member states have a unique 
monetary system which determines its 
market activities such as the currency 
in use, the purchasing power, the 
banking sector among others. The 
absence of commonness in the 
monetary system is considered a 
serious threat to the actualization of 
integration efforts of ECOWAS 
especially as it relates to free 
movement (Bala, 2017) 
 
Theoretical Framework 
This paper is anchored on neo-
functionalism theory.  The theory 
arose in the mid-1950s. It is basically 
a model of regional integration which 
visibly describes the procedure via 
which states or countries abolish 
blockades to trade deterring 
profitable, governmental and socio-
cultural accomplishments amongst 
member states (Mbachi and 
Ikeanyibe, 2017). The Neo-
functionalism theory was credited to 
Earns Haas (Cini and Perez-
Solorzano, 2004). Haas cited in 
Mbachi and Ikeanyibe (2017), 
explained that regional integration 
takes place when different political 
players agreed to modify their 
allegiances, in the direction of a fresh 
establishment ensuing a different 
dogmatic public supranational body. 
 
The notion of Neo-functionalism is 
considered apt to the current learning 
as it stresses the significance of 
integration. It believes that states are 
likely to function better when they 
integrate. This implies that ECOWAS 
protocol on free movement of 
persons, residence as well as 
establishments remains an effective 
mechanism that can have positive 
implication in bringing about turn 
around in the profitable and dogmatic 
woes of member states like Nigeria. It 
is based on this assumption that this 
study would examine whether the 
ECOWAS integration strategy of free 
movement protocol is bringing the 
aforementioned benefits to Nigeria as 
a member state.  
 
The neo-functionalists provide 
researcher with different variables, 
which ECOWAS must consider to be 
successful. The proponents of the neo-
functionalists include: the background 
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condition of the integration countries, 
the prevailing environment after an 
integration arrangement, and the 
general development as integration 
arrangements flourish. The last 
variable was the mechanism for 
conflict resolution within the 
integration arrangement. According to 
Anadi (2005), the main difference 
between functionalism and neo-
functionalism is that while the former 
lays more emphasis on global 
integration process, furthermore, the 
latter emphasizes regional rather than 
global integration. Some scholars 
have criticised both functionalism and 
neo-functionalism theories. According 
to Anadi (2005), there is the need for 
integration to be broken down into 
political, economic and legal 
components, which in turn can be 
divided into subtypes, each of which 
could be measured. According to 
Opanike (2015), the variables are not 
arranged in any order of importance, 
giving the impression that they are all 
of equal importance. Also, the 
proponents of neo-functionalism are 
stated below: 
1. The neo-functionalism identifies 
with the functionalists that the 
common pursuit of welfare 
needs through interstate 
cooperation and they consider 
the process as political. 
2. The neo-functionalism believes 
that the authority of national 
government is progressively 
wear away as people transfer 
loyalties to supranational 
bodies 
3. The neo-functionalism believes 
that the process of integration is 
not restricted to the 
intensification of policy 
collaboration in a specific 
functional area.  
4. The neo-functionalism is 
centered on a political approach 
and believe in the perspective 
of regional institutions.  
5. The neo-functionalism believes 
that interests rather than 
common ideals, are the driving 
force behind the integration 
process. 
6. The neo-functionalism believes 
that issues of sovereignty and 
frequent conflicts among states 
are bound to occur in the 
process of integration. 
 
Conclusion and Recommendations 
This paper examined the consequence 
of ECOWAS protocol on free 
movement on the economic in 
addition to political development of 
Nigeria. From the submissions made 
based on previous and existing studies 
and observations, the paper deduced 
that ECOWAS has a very good model 
that can support in the development of 
member states but as it is, the model 
is not yielding result as such Nigeria 
as an active member is not benefitting 
tangibly in terms of economic and 
political landscape.  This therefore 
disagrees with the neo-functionalism 
theory which is the framework of this 
study and which argues that that 
regional integration among nations 
can spur development in member 
state.  
 
Based on the above, the paper 
recommends that Nigeria should 
reconsider its membership and 
commitment to ECOWAS. In the 
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International system nothing is for 
free, the relationship should be 
beneficial to both parties.  It is often 
said that whenever Nigeria sneezes, 
West Africa catches a cold; Nigeria 
should motivate every member state 
to bring “something to the table” as 
stated in the treaty. This is necessary 
because  Nigeria cannot continue 
suffering under the ego of “big 
brother” or “giant of Africa” while 
Nigerians are suffering and their little 
resources is diverted to  servicing a 
relationship that have no or little 
benefit to their economic and socio-
political wellbeing. Nigeria has been 
loud in Africa and the world, but has 
not got the control volume for its 
megaphone diplomacy (a la Chidozie, 
et al, 2013) this means that it is time 
to act not just mouth making and 
boosting in vain, the international 
system is a very competitive world 
and only the strategic thinkers survive 
so Nigeria should wake up and act 
fast. The Nigeria foreign policy is 
good and a very appealing policy to 
anyone who reads it but only on paper 
it is time to act not just paper policies 
enough of the father Christmas for 
ECOWAS,  
 
The following recommendations are 
made based on the summary and 
conclusion of the study: 
1. Leaders of ECOWAS Countries 
should display more commitment 
which will have positive 
Implications towards ECOWAS 
Free Movement 
2. There should be effective Protocol 
for ECOWAS Free Movement to 
enhance Economic growth in 
ECOWAS region 
3. There should be efficient and 
effective strategies to reduce the 
Challenges Limiting ECOWAS 
involvement to the economic and 
political growth of Nigeria 
4.  ECOWAS should create a 
conducive environment for 
Community development and Free 
Movement 
5.  ECOWAS should create and 
maintain a level playing field for 
the members of the community in 
ECOWAS region 
6.  ECOWAS should promote 
transparency and accountability to 
enhance effective Conflict 
resolution and resolutions in 
ECOWAS region 
7.  ECOWAS should apply effective 
Free Movement strategies to boost 
economic development 
8. ECOWAS should set up an 
effective Free Movement 
committee in its community to 
attain Regional goal. 
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